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Fort Ontario in World War I 

General Hospital 5.  Due to its proximity to army recruit training camps the Surgeon General considered 

Fort Ontario a desirable place for hospital purposes. On 3 July 1917, the Secretary of War authorized the use 

of “such barracks as may be necessary for base or general hospital proposes.” Construction of 30 new build-

ings and medical facilities was approved and did not stop until 22 January 1919. Growing from 12 beds to 

1073 beds, Fort Ontario became one of the largest army hospitals in the country and was staffed by many of 

the most skillful doctors and surgeons in the northeast. On 1 September 1919 it ceased to exist as a general 

hospital.  

Hospital Staff was recruited from the New York Homeopathic Medical College and Flower Hospital in New 

York City. Enlisted men, nurses and doctors of Hospital Unit N began arriving in the summer of 1917 and 

joined recruits from Fort Slocum already there. Patients began arriving in the fall. Unit N was the nucleus of 

the staff which grew to over 800 in January 1919. Most original staff went to France, but some remained until 

hospital operations ceased. New staff arrived and departed constantly. Besides the work of the General Hos-

pital, 2 Field Hospital units, 2 Ambulance Companies, 2 base Hospitals and replacement personnel were 

trained at the fort and except for one of the base hospitals, served overseas.  

Soldier patients were initially received from recruit camps in Syracuse and the northeast, but later 90% came 

from overseas. At its peak, 1,000 patients were treated every month. Some civilians were treated at the fort 

due to the medical expertise available and wartime shortages of doctors in local hospitals. Fort Ontario func-

tioned as a general hospital for the treatment of around 8,000 medical, surgical, and venereal cases; it also 

served as a reconstruction hospital. Approximately 200 patients died at General Hospital Number 5, includ-

ing approximately 70 soldiers, nurses, and civilians from the Spanish Influenza during the 1918-1919 pan-

demic.  

Welfare Organizations connected with the hospital preformed efficient service and included the Red Cross, 

YMCA, Knights of Columbus, and the Jewish Welfare Association. The Reconstruction Service and Aides 

were civilian women hired by the army to provide physiotherapy and occupational therapy to sick and 

wounded soldiers in the orthopedic and surgical wards as well as patients suffering from nervous or mental 

diseases. The Fort Ontario band did much to maintain morale on the post.  

 

This walk is intended to help you visualize the changing landscape of Fort Ontario as it appeared during 

World War I.  
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1918 Map of Fort Ontario 
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Fort Ontario: Tour Points 
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Part One: 

The tip of the red arrows mark the approximate  

location of where the images were taken.  
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Stop #1 

Stop #2 

Entrance to the old stone fort which was abandoned during WWI. 

“LaPointe” sitting in an embrasure of a rifle gallery.  Olive Perry Photo Collection. 
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Stop #3 

Stop #4 

Photo from the John Gilmour Photo Collection.  

“A High Climb” Olive Perry Photo Collection.  
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Stop #5 

Stop #6 The foundation of the Junior Officers’ Quarters can still be seen in the grass  
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Part Two: 

The tip of the red arrows mark the approximate  

location of where the images were taken.  
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Stop #7 

Stop #8 

Stop #9 

The Guardhouse at far right is the Safe Haven Holocaust Refugee Shelter Museum.    

Nurses Quarters.  

“Pugh & the hill.” Nurse Olive Perry Photo Collection.  
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Stop #10 

Stop #11 Two soldiers standing on the porch of the Nurses Red Cross Recreation building. 

Army and Red Cross Nurses occupied this officers quarters until quarters 

were built for them. 
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Part Three: 

The tip of the red arrows mark the approximate  

location of where the images were taken.  
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Stop #12 

Stop #13 

South view of Fort Ontario during the winter. To the right is Officer’s Row.  
The stone fort is behind them.  

Two Story hospital wards southeast of the Post Cemetery.  
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Stop #14 

Stop #15 

Stop #16 

“Nurses in cemetery.” By the graves of Privates Zuill, Taylor, and  
Ellensohn marked by small flags.  Nurse Olive Perry Photo Collection.  

Ambulance company.  View of the Woodchuck Saloon on Mitchel Street is blocked by white 
tent at center-left.  House just right of center still stands.  
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Part Four: 

The tip of the red arrows mark the approximate  

location of where the images were taken.  
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Stop #17 

Stop #18 

Stop #19 

“A home Slide” A soldier chasing a dog in front of one of the hospital wards.  
Photograph from the Olive Perry Collection 

Wagon shed left and Quartermaster stables now the entrance to ice hockey rink. Courtesy of Roseanne Costello. 
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Stop #21 

The Guardhouse. John Gilmour photo collection. 

Looking north on the corner of East Seventh Street and Fort Ontario 
Road, the building with white columns in distance at left is the City of 

Oswego Recreation Building.  

Stop #20 
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Part Five: 

The tip of the red arrows mark the approximate  

location of where the images were taken.  
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Stop #22 

Stop #23 

Stop #24 

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the great war came to a close.  

This 1918 panoramic view of Fort Ontario was taken shortly after the  

announcement was made. The Old stone fort is visible between officers quarters at left. 

On Fort Ontario Road looking towards the old stone fort background. Administration 

building at far left, Officers Row to the right with the old stone fort in back.  

Ralph Young photo collection.  

September 9, 1919 photograph. Royal Canadian Air Corps Curtis JN-4H “Jenny.” Note the 
Safe Haven Holocaust Refugee Shelter Museum building in distance.  Ralph Young photo 

collection.  


